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EMINENT SIRS AND SIR KNIGHTS: 


As this is the beginning of a new Templar year, I should like 
to mention our plans, and, to some extent, at least, to supplement the 
information you have already received, 


All of you know the changes which have been made in the work 
for inspections, the marking system, the assistant Inspector Instructors 
and the Exemplifications. All of these have been fully covered in the 
notices which you recently received, Some of you may not know, however, 
that all of these changes were made only after a very lengthy discussion 
with the Council, the Perens. and the Inspector Instructor, and all 
the changes as made met with their complete and unanimous approval. 

In passing you may be interested to learn that, similarly, anything 
which is done, or planned, during the balance of the year will be 
fully discussed with the Council so that at all times they will def- 
initely know what is planned, what is going on, and have an important 
voice in the making of any decisions, It therefore follows that the 
new Grand Commander whom you will elect next October will be entirely 
familiar with most, if not all, of the problems which he may encounter 
during his administration, 


It would seem that none of the changes which have been made 
require any particular comment except, perhaps, the Assistant Inspector 
Instructors, They are ready and willing to assist you at all times, 
Furthermore all of them are entirely competent to assist you. I there- 
fore urge each Commander to get in touch with the one who has been as- 
signed to his commandery and request his assistance, On the other hand, 
he will not force himself upon you if you don't want him, or if you 
feel that your work, and that of your officers, is so nearly perfect 
that you do not need his help. 


As will more fully appear elsewhere in this issue, the Joint 
Conclave held under the auspices of the Grand Commandery at Boston on 
October 29th, was a most successful evening. Over 350 Sir Knights, 
including h7 candidates, witnessed impressive and beautiful perform- 
ances of the Orders of the Red Cross and Malta in full form by 
Gethsemane and DeMolay Commanderies,. 


I have always wished that it were possible for every candidate 
to receive both of these beautiful Orders in full form, and I firmly 
believe that if we could put on several of these "Joint Conclaves" 
each year, the benefits which would result therefrom to Templary would 
be almost incalculable, For example, I should very much like to have 
a Joint Conclave in the western part of Massachusetts some time this 
year, This may, or may not, be practical, To run such an evening 
successfully requires the expenditure of a great deal of time and 
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effort by many individuals, and, of course, there is no point in trying 
to put on such an affair unless we can be definitely assured that there 
will be a sufficient number of Candidates to make it worthwhile. Your 
comments and suggestions will be welcome and appreciated, 


All of us were saddened on learning of the sudden passing of 
the Grand Captain General, Elect,E, Sir Raymond L. Hall. To many of 
us it was a deep personal loss. 


A Special Grand Conclave, of which you will receive formal 
notice in due course, will be held at Holy Sepulchre Commandery, 
Pawtucket, Rhode Island on Saturday, December 6, 1958 at 1:00 P.M, 
just prior to the Exemplification, for the purpose of electing a Grand 
Captain General and Grand Senior and Junior Wardens, 


Courteously, 


ALFRED C, BLAKE 
Grand Commande: 


ns 
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The Knights Templar Eye Foundation, Inc, 


Sponsored by the Grand Encampment of Knights Templar of the United 
States of America, it is rapidly developing into a great Humanitarian 
Project and has afforded the nearly 400,000 Sir Knights within the 
jurisdiction of the Grand Encampment of Knights Templar of the United 
States of America - established in every State of the Continental 
United States - 5 of our possessions and 5 foreign countries - a glor- 
ious opportunity to put into practice the vows and obligations they 
assumed in the teachings and objectives of our great Order, and to exe 
emplify the Christian virtues, practice universal benevolence, ami to 
bind up the wounds of the afflicted, thus relieving th distress of 
human suffering, 


OBSECTIVES: For research, treatment and/or hospitalization of diseases 
or injuries of the eye in an effort to prevent blindness, This service 
available to anyone regardless of race, creed, color, age, sex or 
national origin,and that the treatment of patients for this purpose 
shall be free and limited to persons unable to paye 


HOW THE FOUNDATION IS FINANCED: By an amnvel fixed contribution of $1.00 
from each of our approximately 400,000 memoers, as well as voluntary 
contributions, and bequests from persons and organizations sympathetic 
with our work, We have been aavised that many willis have been drawn 
naming the Foundation as one of the benefictaries, 


TAX_EXEMPT? : The Foundation has been classified by the Commissioner 
of Internal Revenue as a fully tax-exempt Corporation, All gifts are 
tax-exempt in accordance with the approval o* the U.S. Internal Revenue 
Department. The next Directory of Tax Exempt Corporations to be is- 
gued by the Internal Revenuc Bureau will so list our Foundation. 


PROGEDURE WHEN CASES ARE REPORTED: All applicants for treatment are 

required to frill out a set of forms, ineduding one from their attend- 
ing ophthalmologist. These forms are obtainable upon request to the 

Foundation's office at P,0,Box 248, Rhinebeck, New York. 
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PROCEDURE (continued): When the completed forms are received at the of- 
fice of the Foundation, they are immediately referred to the Committee 
on Approval of Applications for their consideration and decision. The 
applicant is advised promptly of their decision. If the application is 
approved a Form of Authorization is then issued, signed by an Officer 
of the Foundation and bearing the offieial seal. 

From then on, the Foundation assumes the bills for hospital- 
ization and surgery. The forms are extremely simple - and, if followed 
carefully, will insure prompt attention. 

If not completely filled out in every detail they will be re- 
turned for completion, Delay will result, which slows up the organiza- 
tional procedure and increases the distress of those in need of atten- 
tion. The race, creed, color, etc. are not inquired until after sur- 
gery and hospitalization, and then only for record purposes, 

The Foundation will not be responsible for any expenses in- 
curred until, and unless, the applicant has received official approval 
and authorization on form 6, signed by an Officer of the Foundation and 
bearing the official seal, 


GRANTS of $25,000.00 have been made to Howe Laboratory of Opthalmology, 
Harvard Medical School and Massachusetts Eye and Ear Infirmary, and th 
other such grants, 


For additional information inquire of the Recorder of any Grand or Sub- 
ordinate Commandery, or write directly to Knights Templar Eye Founda- 
tion, Inc, at its Administrative Office: P.O. Box 248, Rhinebeck, N.Y. 


The Grand Encampment, at the 47th Triennial Conclave, amended Section 

18-1/2 of the Constitution and Statutes (1955) as regards the assess- 

ment for the Eye Foundation, so as to exempt from the payment of said 

assessment "members whose dues have been remitted because of their in- 
ability to pay the same," 
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EXCHANGE OF RITUALS: The Grand Recorder of the Grand Encampment has ad- 
vise s office that only rituals that are not serviceable, principal- 
ly those of Commander, Generalissimo, Captain General, Prelate, Senior 
and Junior Warden, will be exchanged, Rituals of other stations that 
are no longer usable and are completely unserviceable will also be ex- 


changed but preference will be given to those in the higher brackets 
named above, 
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Joint Conclave Orders of Red Cross and Malta were held in Masonic 
Temple, Boston, Mass., under the auspices of the Grand Commandery K.T. 
of Massachusetts and Rhode Islami, on Wednesday evening, October 29th, 
as a salute to 20 Sir Knights from McKean Commandery #80 of Charleroi, 
Pennsylvania, Sir Knight William E, Hodges, Eminent Commander. 350 Sir 
Knights enjoyed a chicken pie dinner previous to witnessing the Orders 
of Red Cross and Malta. 


The Illustrious Order of the Red Cross was presented in Gothic Hall, in 
Full and Dramatic form by the Drill Corps of Gethsemane Commandery £35 
of Newtonville, Mass., under the direction of Em.Sir Harold L. Burr, 
with a cast of 45. Every member of the cast was made up by professi on- 
al artists with careful regard to the custom prevailing in Babylon in 


530 BC. 
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The Order of Malta was presented in Ionic Hall, in Full and Dramatic 
form by DeMolay Commandery #7 of Boston, Mass,, under the direction of 
Em. Sir Clarence R. Davis, with a special cast of 2h and a choir of 12, 


From the favorable comments we have received from the Candidates and 
Sir Knights, we feel that our efforts in arranging this Conclave were 
most successful and Rt. Em. Sir Robert Gardiner Wilson, Jr. must be 
complimented on his painstaking efforts and work to supervise and pro- 
mote this Joint Conclave and bring it to a successful conclusion. 


15 Commanderies were present with a total of 4.7 Candidates. 


HOLY SEPULCHRE COMMANDERY #8 will present the Illustrious Order of the 
Red Cross under the direction of Em. Sir William F. Raymond, This 
will be done in Full and Dramatic form and will include a large cast, 
the Shrine Oriental Band, singers, dancing girls, and the Feast of 
Balshazzar. The Order of Malta will be done in short form, under the 
direction of the Captain General, Sir Edwin 0, Wilbur. We welcome all 
Candidates from sister Commanderies., Reserve this date - Saturday, 
November 22, at :00 P.M. 


The Order of Knights Templar, founded in the twelfth century, had as 
its objective the protection of the pilgrims on theirway to worship 

at the Holy Sepulchre. The Order today, while bearing the same name 
and yet not historically connectdd with the Knights Templar of those 
troublesome times, is motivated by the same principles -- the pro- 
tection of the weak and the oppressed, the relief of the distressed, 
and the defense of the Christian religion. Their symbol is the Passion 


A Crusade for Members 


What is a crusade? A dictionary definition is "any enterprise under- 
taken with zeal and enthusiasm,” SiP Knights, we urgently need a 
crusade ~ a Crusade for Members} Year after year our Grand Commandery 
has barely escaped a net loss in membership. Year after year 60% or 
more of our commanderies fail to make their petition quotas. Continu- 
ance of such a record inevitably must bring misfortune, Our quotas are 
based fairly on present membership and are intended to provide for re- 
placement of uncontrollable losses and for a slight gain in membership. 
We must go forward! A loss in membership is a warning that you should 


a viligant to sustain your commandery and zealous in seeking new mem- 
ers. 


Let's start a crusade -- a real Crusade for Members{ Let's build our 
commanderies -- in doing so we shall buiid our Grand Gommandery and 
Templary itself. The battle to build is on} Asa Sir Knight you are 
enlisted in this crusade. "Be zealous and vigilant for the honor of 
Knighthood." 


Extend the Crusade for Members in your Commandery, enlist every Sir 
Knight in it, resolve that your commandery, this year, will exceed its 
quota of petitions = that yous commandery will be a leader in this 
vitally important Crusade for Members? 


J. Leroy Jones, Director 
Membership Progress and Publicity. 


COMMANDERY 


St. John's 
Boston 
Newburyport 
Washington 
Worcester County 
Springfield 
DeMolay 

Holy Sepulchre 
Pilgrim 
Palestine 
Milford 

St. Bernard 
Calvary 
Haverhill 

Old Colony 
Sutton 
Bethany 
Winslow Lewis 
Jerusalem 
Hugh de Payens 
St. Omer 
Berkshire 
Conn, Valley 
Woonsocket 
Godfrey de Bouillon 
Joseph Warren 
Narragansett 
Bristol 
Northampton 
South Shore 
Trinity 
Natick 

Coeur de Lion 
Gethsemane 
Olivet 

Athol 

Bay State 
Cyprus 

St. Paul 
Beauseant 
Cambridge 
Beth1lehen 
Orange 

Ivanhoe 
Quincy 

Tempie 

Ste Andrew 
Reating 
Thomas Smith Webb 
Sir Galahad 


TOTEL 


QUOEA SEPT, 


42 
7 
20 

7 
49 
35 
54 
24 
20 
13 
11 

6 
42 
25 
13 
36 

9 
14 
19 
40 
21 
17 
10 
12 

8 
Lb 
13 
17 

7 
10 
1 
17 
24 
32 
30 

9 
26 
11 

8 
22 
10 
10 

5 
17 
20 
13 
10 
20 
12 
12 


1,000 
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1958-59 MONTHLY OBJECTIVE 
NECESSARY TO REACH QUOTA 


OBJ. ACT. 
Sept. 55 19 
Oct. 130 17 
Nove 98 
Dec. + 82 
Jan. 108 
Feb. 124 
Mar, 116 
Apr. 116 
May 112 
June 59 
ACCUMULATIVE 

~ OBSy ACR. 

Sept. 55 19 

Oct. 185 96 
Nov. 283 
Dec. 365 
Jan. 473 
Feb. 597 
Mar. 713 
Apr. 829 
May 941 
June 1,000 

COMPARISON 
1959 1958 1957 1956 


Sept. 19 45 53 54 


Octe 96 140 165 167 
Nove 221 241 251 
Dec. 269 312 291 
Jane 349 409 370 
Feb. 430 520 480 
Mar. 511 616 549 
Apr. 613 TOT 616 
May 693 77% 691 
June 744 832 ‘T22 


Sir Knights: 

Our Grand Commandery goal has been 
retained at 1,000 petitions. We can ate 
tain it. In 1950 we obtained 1,040 
petitions, and in 1952 we had a total 
of 1,007. Individual commandery quotas 
are based on membership with a maximum 
quota of 75 and a minimum quota of 5, 
Every commandery should make and can 
exceed its quota, This is a new year, 
The time to start is now, Make your 
commandery a leader in the Crusade 
for Members} 


J. Leroy Jones, Director 
Membership Progress and 
Publicity 


